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Portland South Primary School 
“Reaching for the Stars to Achieve SUCCESS” 

Important Dates 
Thursday 18th October Swimming (Grade 5/6) 

Friday 19th October The Very Hungry Caterpillar Performance 1pm—Whole School 

Friday 26th October Swimming—All grades 

Monday 29th October School Council Meeting—7pm    
Finance Committee—6.45pm 

Friday 2nd November Swimming—All Grades 

Saturday 3rd November Upwelling Festival 

Sunday 4th November 3 Bays Marathon 

Monday 5th November Curriculum Day—No School 

Tuesday 6th November Melbourne Cup Holiday 

  

Awards will be presented at Friday’s assembly 

LJ Zehetner 

We are so proud of you for how hard you have 

worked on your reading tasks.  Well Done LJ! 

Janaya Anton 

You should be proud of the way you are working so 

hard to learn new things—you are so happy when 

you achieve success. 



We Respect, We Challenge,  
We Achieve, We Believe 

From the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Week 2- Term 4 
 
Wow, a little warm weather and it puts a spring in 
our step. It’s amazing how being outside in the 
fresh warm air, helps us feel much happier.  
 
Parent Opinion Survey Results for 2018 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
parents who took the time last term to complete the 
2018 Parent Opinion Survey. The school has now 
received the raw data from this survey and further 
data will be received when our results are 
compared with all other schools in Victoria.  
Overall, the results at this stage appear to be very 
affirming and very positive. We are extremely 
happy with our results! In summary, some of the 
key results included:  
 
Community Engagement & Learning  
-100% of parents provided a positive response in 
regards to their General Satisfaction of the school. -
100% of parents responded positively to their level 
of School Pride & Confidence.  
-88% of parents responded positively to the 
maintenance & cleanliness of the Physical 
Environment.  
-100% of parents responded positively to the 
quality of education and School Improvement.  
 
Excellence in Teaching & Learning  
-100% of parents responded positively to the 
school having High Expectations for Success.  
-94% of parents responded positively to the 
students having Agency and Voice. 6% neutral. 
-100% of parents responded positively to 
classrooms providing Stimulating Learning.  
-100% of parents responded positively to Student 
Confidence & Resiliency Skills.  
 
Positive Climate for Learning  
-97% of parents responded positively to Managing 
Bullying. 3% neutral.  
-100% of parents responded positively to Positive 
Transitions.  
-100% of parents responded positively to the 
school Promoting Positive Behaviour.  
-100% of parents responded positively to the 
school Respect for Diversity.  
-100% of parents responded positively to School 
Connectedness.  
 
We do take this feedback very seriously, with the 
school’s staff analysing this data/feedback for 
collective trends/opportunities that the school may 
consider as part of its improvement journey. 
Thanks again. 

Our School now has the Skoolbag App to 

help us communicate more effectively 

with our Parent/Student community. We 

are asking parents to install our Skoolbag 

School App. To install it, just search for 

Skoolbag in either the Apple App Store or 

Google Play Store, install the Skoolbag 

app, then tap the select your school 

search and type in Portland South PS.   If 

you would like help with installing the app 

come and see Mrs Barbary in the office.  
Please note that the Newsletter can be 

accessed through  this app.  

Friday Assembly Change for Term 4 
Just in case you missed the assembly change 
for this term.   Please note: Assembly this term 
will be held in our hall, every Friday morning due 
to swimming. Sorry for the inconvenience.  
Parents and other family members are always 
welcome to attend our weekly assemblies. The 
more the merrier! 
 
Hats for Term 4- NO Hat, NO Play 
Hopefully everybody has located their Portland 
South school hat in readiness for this term – 
hats should be wide brimmed or bucket hats. All 
students are required to wear their hat during 
Term 4 and Term 1, during outside activities.  
Children will be required to play in the shed area 
if they don’t have their hat.  
 
 
Good Luck Mall- Teaching Placement 
Mrs Mall Sealey will be on leave starting next 
Monday, for four weeks. Mall will be on a four 
week teaching placement at Bolwarra Primary 
School. We wish you all the best, Mall. Dawn 
Reynolds, Anitra Hollander and Mel Stone will 
be replacing Mall.  
 
Have a fantastic week 
 

Vicki  
     



Their task was to write a Narrative of no more than 500 words.  Rachael and Emelia sent their stories 

away and they were published along with hundreds of other entries in a large book titled Horizons 

Dreams.  Emelia and Rachael both have a copy of this book.  Well done girls!! 

Erin McPhee competed in Ballarat last Friday 
in the regional 1500m event.  Erin came 6th 
out of 13 competitors.  Well done Erin!  We 

are very proud of your achievement. 

Violetveil Mystery  
 

Far,far away in a place called Violetveil, where the most 
magnificent violets grow is a hill with a castle on it,   It is a 
very beautiful one too, but many strange things happen 
there and I am going to tell you one of those many strange 
things that happened in early August 1998. 
 
The princess is a very beautiful girl. It is her sixteenth birth-
day so they are going to have a very big party in a week so 
everyone was running around sorting things out,  they sent 
out invitations to lots of people as well as to the prince of 
Summerstar named Mark, he was eighteen and lived with 
the king, his grandpa. 
 
Princess Lilly now sat on a throne next to her  
grandma, Queen Clorice, for it was now her sixteenth birth-
day after waiting for a long while.  There was lots of danc-
ing, music and laughter as the party carried on and after 
dancing with all the young men, she went to get a drink, 
now there as only one person there and that was Prince 
Mark and he said  "I have a birthday present especially for 
you!!!". They walked into a dark room and he said to close 
her eyes and just when she did he grabbed her and put her 
in a sack and went into an underground passage!! 
 
When she woke up she saw Mark and said "What did you 
do?" He said "Well, I will tell you the whole story." 
You see grandpa and I want to rule the whole country side 
here and so what we were going to do is poison your 
grandma and then when she dies the palace will go to the 
next male in the blood line and I am your cousin so we 
would get it.  We would give you some money and then 
send you away over seas and buy you a little cottage, so 
there".  Then he laughed and Lilly said "you won't get away 
with this", but he just walked away laughing. 
 
Lilly got up once she was sure he had left and went to the 
wall, she felt along until she found a loose brink then 
pushed and a passage opened.  She walked brushing the 
cobwebs out of her face holding the old wooden light  
making sure she did not trip.   When she reached the end 
she brushed herself down as good as she could and 
walked through the passage straight toward her grandma 
and told her everything.  Mark and his grandpa got  
sentenced to jail for a period of time and that is the end of 
this story. 
 
 
By Emelia Clements. 

The Willy Wag Tail 
Once there was an old man making the most of his  
retirement by gardening. He was just about to plant the last 
of his tomato seeds when he heard a graceful song from a 
willy wag tail. The beautiful melody carried on for 5 seconds 
until it had stopped. The curiosity in the man had come out 
and he was intrigued to find where the simple melody of the 
bird was coming from. Finally, he had come to a stop where 
the brave and cunning bird was hiding and saw its  
hypnotizing tail. The willy wag tail was watching the man with 
curiosity as he walked back to his garden bed to finish the last 
plant. The same thing had carried on, days became weeks 
and weeks became months and the old man and the willy 
wag-tail had seen each other daily until one day the old man 
had stopped coming. The miraculous bird flew to the outside 
of a nearby window and saw the man laying in bed extremely 
ill. 
The routine of the two had changed to the willy wag tail 
sitting and watching the man and trying to work out what 
was happening. Some days the man would be in bed crowded 
with heaps of people around him and some days he would 
have barley enough energy to walk but every now and again 
the man would crack a smile at his little friend who was  
always watching through the window.  Until one day the bird 
flew to the window to see an empty bed. In the week to 
come the mans family organised to lay him to rest and all the 
while the man’s little willy wag tail companion watched and 
listened as the family made the arrangements.  
 
 

The day the funeral soon arrived the willy wagtail was no 
longer at the window. The family gathered around the grave 
as the old man was lowered down to the surprise of the fami-
ly the most graceful song came from the tree above the old 
man’s grave. The beautiful melody lasted for 5 seconds until 
it had stopped, it was the willy wag tail, coming to say  
goodbye to the old man.  I happen to be one of the family 
members at the funeral that day and witnessed the willy wag 
tail say goodbye to the old man who happened to be my 
Grandad.  Till this very day whenever I see a willy wagtail I 
always think of My Grandad and smile. 
By Rachael Perry. 



 
 

                            
 

100 Nights 

  Browdy Smith, Jessica Wheldon,  
125 Nights 

 Jessica Wheldon,  
                  150 Nights 

    Janaya Anton, Mia O’Brien,  
175 Nights 

Frank Easson, Harry Barton, Isabelle Richardson. 
200 Nights 

Judd Egan 
225 Nights 

Joey Kilpatrick, Coen Groves, Heath Keiller,  
250 Nights 

Claire Knight, Luke Whitehead, Coen Groves 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Mia O’Brien, Leon Godfrey, 

Swimming has commenced last Friday 

12th October and will run through till  

Friday 14th December 2018 (10 lessons).  

Please note there will be no swimming on 
Friday 19th October and Friday the 23rd 

November due to cultural performances.  

Catch up sessions will be on Monday 15th  

October and Monday 19th  November 

(Foundation, 1/2’s and 3/4’s).  Catch up 

sessions for 5/6 students will be on   

Thursday 18th of October and Thursday 

22nd of November.   

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

This term the students will have the opportunity to participate in the Portland 3 Bays 

Marathon. The 3 Bays marathon is a wonderful local event held on Sunday the 4th of 

November. Students will be a part of our Portland South team and run a relay from 

start to finish in 1km blocks. I have been excited and pleased to see so many students 

already register their interest in participating.  

Students will be required to participate in training each week leading up to the 

event. Some time at lunch (every second day) and PE (Battle of the Grades) will be 

dedicated to this. In order to be eligible for the team the students must demonstrate 

their commitment to training. 

Parents will be required to drop their child off at a common meeting place and will 

be bused around the course. Parents will also be required to pick up their child at the 

finish line (Henty Hotel). More information will be sent home in the coming weeks. 

Check out our Portland South  
Primary School website! 

It has had a re-vamp! 
You can find it at  

 
www.portlandsthps.vic.edu.au 

 

 

This term we will be holding our 

whole school assembly on Friday 

morning’s at 9am instead of the 

normal Friday afternoon  

assembly.    

Get ready, get set for Walk to School 2018!  

This October get set to join hundreds of primary schools 

across Victoria for a fun month of walking, riding and  

scooting to and from school as part of VicHealth’s Walk 

to School program. Participating schools have a chance 

to win some great prizes like a footy clinic with an AFL 

or AFLW legend! Plus, schools can order free materials  

including student certificates, posters, stickers and 

more. 

To make the program even more fun kids can put their  

creativity on show by decorating their shoes, bikes and 

scooters to make the journey to and from school even 

more fun. VicHealth will be running competitions for the 

best designs with some great prizes up for grabs so 

keep an eye on the Walk to School Facebook page to 

see what our clever Victorian kids design.  

Register your school for VicHealth’s Walk to School  

program today: www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au. 

About Walk to School 

Every October, VicHealth’s Walk to School program  

encourages Victorian primary school kids to walk, ride or 

scoot to and from school. It’s a great way to help  

students learn healthy habits and achieve the  

recommended 60 minutes of physical activity, every day. 

It also encourages primary schools, local councils and 

communities to make active travel easy, safe and  

accessible. 

https://www.facebook.com/WalkToSchool/
http://walktoschool.vic.gov.au


 

 

Yes my child/ren____________________________________________ 

would like to participate in the Upwelling Parade on Saturday 

3rd of November.   

Yes I can be a parent helper for the Parade. 
 

 

 

No I am unavailable to be a parent helper for the Parade. 

The Portland Upwelling Festival will be on Saturday the 3rd of November.  If you are 

interested in your child participating in the Upwelling Parade, please fill out the reply 

slip below and return it to the office by Friday the 26th October.  Our theme this year 

is  “predator mammals & sharks”.  We will be asking students to wear Blue clothing.    

If any parents can help walk in the parade  please let the office know.  All groups will 

assemble at the lawn area on the west side of All Saints Catholic Church on Henty 

Street at 9:45 am ready for the parade to start at 10.00am. 

Street Parade –  

Bentinck Street 

10am 
 

 

Upwelling Call - 

Foreshore 10:45 am  


