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Leon Godfrey
You should be proud of the way you are putting in
lots of effort to improve your handwriting– it’s not
easy, but you are persisting!
Tobias King
You should be proud of the improvement in your
counting skills– you are counting groups carefully and
recognising more numerals. Well done!

Awards will be presented at the last assembly for 2018
Monday 17th December– 3pm

Important Dates
Thursday 13th December

Starry, Starry Night

Friday 14th December

Swimming—All Grades

Monday 17th December

Last Assembly—3pm

Wednesday 19th December

Reports Go Home

Thursday 20th December

Picnic Day– Foreshore & Movie ‘The Grinch” Rated G

Friday 21st December

Last Day of Term 4—2.30pm Finish Staff Clean Up Day

Tuesday 29th January 2019

Staff Return to School

Wednesday 30th January 2019

Students Return for 2019 Term 1 Grades1-6
(Foundation Rest Day)

Thursday 31st January 2019

Foundation Students First Day

We Respect, We Challenge,
We Achieve, We Believe

From the Principal
Dear Parents/Carers,

STARRY, STARRY NIGHT– I hope to see everyone at our
Starry, Starry Night tomorrow night starting at 5.15pm. Santa
will be arriving at 5.30pm and then the formal night’s
proceedings will begin at approximately 6.00pm. Santa will be
available for you to take photos. All grades will be performing
a song or an act and our Grade 6 students will be presented
to the school community as part of their graduation
celebration. See you all Thursday night!

GRADE ALLOCATIONS FOR 2019
Next year the following teachers will be teaching the
following grades:
- Foundation- Mrs. Bernie Gibbons
- Grade 1- Mrs. April Haby
- Grade 2/3 – Mrs Jeanette Morton
- Grade 4/5/6- Mr Alister Stannard
- Art/Performing Arts/Library- Mrs Gaye Ryan
- Physical Education & Health- To be confirmed
- Chaplain- Steve Gunsser
- Social & Emotional Learning Program- Mrs Fisher
WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY CHANGES FOR THE COMING
WEEKS
Please note that Assembly for this week, December 14th has
been cancelled. With our ‘Starry, Starry Night’ Celebration on
Thursday night we have made the decision to cancel Friday
morning’s assembly. We will be having our last Assembly for
the year on Monday 17th December beginning at 3pm. Star
Student awards for week 9 and 10 will be presented to award
winners at the last assembly. Sorry for the inconvenience!

SWIMMING
This will be the last week of swimming. Thank you to the
YMCA for conducting our lessons and for their organisation.
The students have thoroughly enjoyed building their
swimming skills this term.
TH

REPORTS WEDNESDAY 19 DECEMEBER
Reports will go home on Thursday evening, 19 TH December.
Please take the time to read and discuss your child’s school
reports with him/her. If you require any additional copies of
student reports, they can be printed if required. Please let Di,
Kazza or your child’s class teacher know if you would like
these sent home with your child or posted.
THANK YOU – COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Thank you very much to all of the children and their families
for representing Portland South at the Annual Community
Christmas Carols on Sunday night. A very big thank you also
to Mrs Gibbons, Mrs Haby and Mrs Ryan for taking the time
out of your busy weekend to support our students. It was a
most enjoyable night.

UP DAY FOR 2018 FOUNDATION STUDENTSTUESDAY 11th DECEMBER
Yesterday we welcomed our new Foundation students to
Portland South for their last transition session before they
begin next year. It was a very busy day for Mrs Gibbons,
but she loved every minute of it! All other students visited
their 2019 classrooms and met the teachers they will be
having next year. Our Grade 6 students spent the day at
their respective secondary schools and had a little taste of
what life as a secondary student is like.

STUDENT LEADERS FOR 2019
Student leader positions will be announced at Starry, Starry night on Thursday, 13th December.
Well it is really hard to believe that I am writing the final
newsletter for 2018. It is unbelievable that the year is
nearly over. I think as I get older the years go that much
quicker. I would like to take this opportunity to say thank
you to each and every one of you for the support you have
shown your child/children and for the support you show
us– the staff of Portland South Primary School. We are
exceptionally lucky to have such a warm and caring whole
school community. Looking forward to seeing you all again
in 2019.
Have a wonderful, safe and relaxing Christmas and New
Year. Keep safe and we will see you all back here in 2019.

Vicki

Our School now has the Skoolbag App to
help us communicate more effectively
with our Parent/Student community. We
are asking parents to install our Skoolbag
School App. To install it, just search for
Skoolbag in either the Apple App Store or
Google Play Store, install the Skoolbag
app, then tap the select your school
search and type in Portland South PS. If
you would like help with installing the app
come and see Mrs Barbary in the office.
Please note that the Newsletter can be
accessed through this app.

The Christmas Raffle is a major fundraiser for
our school. This year the Parents’ Club are
asking for any donations of either an item in
the ‘Christmas/Holiday Theme’ or a monetary
donation (can be any amount $2, $5, $10 or
$20 etc.) to go towards local
shopping vouchers.

Any donations would be
greatly appreciated.

Items in the Christmas/Holiday theme might be beach gear, board
games, fishing gear, books, DVDs, art/craft, Christmas cake, gift
tags, decorations, Christmas pudding, chocolates.

Starry, Starry
Night

Santa will be visiting us at 5.30pm so bring your camera for a photo!
Formal proceedings will start at approximately 6.00pm.
*Grade Six graduates will be presented
*Class performances
*Christmas raffle will be drawn

Breaking News: Grammar crisis for
Mr Stannard – Pg 5
McTackett Herald Newspaper Pg 1

by Andrae McTackett
On Thursday 6th of December, Classes 3/4 and 5/6
of Portland South Primary School went to Mount
Gambier from Bridgewater Coastal Camp.
First thing they did was a stop at the Cave Gardens
downtown. The caves were very deep and hollow.
They also had a snack. After the caves, they went
ten pin bowling. “My favourite activity of the four
days was the bowling.” said Andrae McTackett of
Whales Room 1. Andrae was competing against
Anthony Grech and Jayden Convy who were in the
same room as him. The same results were in both
games. 1st - A.G. 2nd - J.C. and 3rd - A.M. Second
thing they did was driving around Blue Lake. They
stopped at Brown Lake for lunch. After eating they
had free play. Some kids were playing cricket, while
some were playing frisbee. They went back to
camp and had a disco after tea, though it wasn’t very
popular.

PIN
The flying pin
The flying pin was scared
The flying pin was scared when
he was on the lane
It was 10:30 when the flying pin
was scared on the lane
by Tighe Warburton

Bridgewater Camp

The grade 3/4S and 5/6M went to Bridgewater
Coastal Camp. It was Tuesday 4th of December when
we left.
On the 4/12/2018, Grade 3/4S and 5/6M went to Bridgewater
We went for a six km walk to the seal cave. The seal
Coastal Camp. We stayed there for three nights and four days.
cave was very cool, but there was soooo many flies,
When we got to camp we had a meeting about the rules of the
and it was a very hot day. The flies were very
camp and the things we were doing.
annoying!
The activities we did that day were a hike along Shelly Beach
and some surfing at the end of the day. With surfing I caught a We also went sand boarding, at Swan Lake sand hills.
It was great fun, but I had to carry all six heavy drink
few waves and did a bit of swimming.
The next day I woke up very early to get changed and get ready bottles in one bag. It was very
for the day ahead of us. That day we went geocaching around
exhausting. But going down the sand hills was amazthe camp and the beach. Later on we went sand boarding at
ing, but quite scary too. You could fall off and hurt
Swan Lake I went up the small hill at first then went higher
yourself at any time.
closer to the end.
Then we went to the Blow Holes, and Mrs
We started having tea and then had dessert. We went to bed and Morton told us some stories about its history. We
told some stories and then went to sleep.
walked down the path a bit, and we stopped and
When we got up we had breakfast. I had milo cereal because
looked at the Petrified Forest it looked like stumps of
that day we were going ten pin bowling at Mt Gambier. When
a tree but… it was actually made of rock! It was
we got to Mt Gambier we got bowling shoes and teamed up.
soooo cool looking.
Then we started to play. In the end I won one game and Dom
One of my favourite activities was geocaching. We
won one too. When we got back to camp we had some down
time in our cabin. We had tea and had a milo then went to bed. got into teams. I was in the red team. We had a
We got straight to sleep this night.
compass type thing and it would show us the location
We got up early to pack our bags for the bus back to school but and we would find the tag. It would have a question
before we left we went to the Blowholes and the Petrified
and a number to type in to the device to show the next
Forest. This was the last thing we did before going back into
tag.
Portland for our swimming lessons.
We also did other activities, but these are some of my
It was a fun camp. We did some exciting things, but some
favourites.
things were annoying, like the flies.

Bridgewater Camp

by Phoenix Stewart

By Taylah Convy

