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Ace O’Brien
We noticed that you are making lots of excellent
connections in many areas of your work. This
shows that you are thinking very deeply about
your learning. Well done Ace!
Arley Trickey
We have noticed you trying so hard with your
writing lately. You are so proud when you
challenge yourself and succeed. Well done Arley!
Awards will be presented at Friday’s assembly at 3pm

Important Dates
Tuesday 30th July

Book Club Due Back-9am

Wednesday 31st July

Parents’ Club Meeting—3.15pm in the Library

Monday 5th August

School Council Meeting– 6.45pm Finance Meeting –7pm Meeting

Wednesday 14th August

Curriculum Day - No School

Tuesday 27th August

Music Festival

Thursday 5th September

Interschool Basketball—Girls

Monday 9th September

School Council Meeting– 6.45pm Finance Meeting –7pm Meeting

Thursday 12th September

Interschool Basketball—Boys

Friday 13th September

MND SRC Fundraiser—Wear A Beanie Day-Gold Coin Donation

Monday 16th –20th September

Melbourne Doxa Camp—Grade 5/6 Students

Wednesday 18th-20th September Grade 3/4 Camp
Friday 20th September

Last Day Term 3—2.30pm Finish

We Respect, We Challenge,
We Achieve, We Believe

From the Principal

Well, week one is done and dusted. It has been
wonderful to welcome everyone back and hear about
all of the fun times and adventures the children had
on their holidays. I for one love routine, so I am very
happy to be back into the swing of things. I hope
everyone has a wonderful term!
Clubs- Every Thursday for 8 weeks
Our first week of Clubs proved very exciting for all
involved. The students of Portland South really
engage with this program and enjoyed the
extra-curricular activities that Clubs provides. It is
also fantastic to see our students participating in
these activities alongside their friendly, caring
buddies. It is evident to see the relationships made
between all of our students carry over in to the
playground.
2019 Parent Opinion Survey
It’s that time of the year again! Our school is currently
conducting a survey to assist us in gaining an
understanding of parents’ perceptions of school
climate, student engagement and relationships within
our parent community. The survey is an annual
survey offered by the Department of Education and
Training that is conducted amongst parents at each
school. Our school will use the survey results to help
inform and direct future school planning and
improvement strategies. The survey will be
conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and
only takes 15 minutes to complete. The survey can
be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or
mobile at any convenient time within the fieldwork
period from Monday 22nd July to Sunday 11th
August. All responses to the survey are
anonymous.
Absences
Thank you to everyone for being so prompt in
contacting the school in regard to your child’s
absences. Phone calls on the day of absence is a
requirement of the Department of Education, and is a
legal requirement. Parents/guardians are required to
provide an explanation for their child's absence from
school, and schools must record in writing the reason
(if any) given by the parent/guardian. Schools must
contact parents/guardians if there are unexplained
absences, each day or as soon as practicable. If you
have planned absences i.e. family holidays within the
school term, please let the school know prior to your
departure. The school phone number is 5523 2911.

Friday Assemblies
Thank you to all the family members and friends
who continue to attend our Friday assemblies
each week. Our assemblies provide an excellent
opportunity for us to celebrate learning and
acknowledge the achievements of our students.
Thanks for sharing these experiences with us. All
are welcome.
Enrolments for 2020
We are now taking enrolments and school tours
for 2020. If you or someone you know has a child
who will be in Foundation at Portland South in
2020, we are asking that you enrol your child as
soon as possible. Planning for 2020 has begun. If
you require an enrolment pack, please see Di or
Karyn in the school office. All schools in the
Portland and District area encourage students
to go to their local school. Your local school
can be found at
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au

Kind regards, Vicki

Ryder Trickey
competed
in the State
Junior
MX
tiles on the
weekend
and placed
4th overall.
Well
done
Ryder!

Book Club went home
with students last week.
It is due back Tuesday
30th July at 9am.

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion
Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted
amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an
understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student
engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning
and improvement strategies.
All of our parents at Portland South Primary School will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All
responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from
Monday 22nd July to Sunday 11th August.
The survey will be conducted online, sent out via email and a letter will be sent home. The survey only
takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork
period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The survey results will be reported
back to the school at the end of September. Please speak to the office if you would like more
information.

Emails and letters were sent out Monday.

Tomorrow the students will be participating in our ‘Clubs Program’, which will run for a period of 8
weeks. We will be having lunch earlier on these days, starting at 1.00pm.
The Clubs Program will run on the following Thursday afternoons (2.00pm to 3.00pm):
18th, 25th July/1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th August/5th September
Children will participate in the following activities over the 8 week program:

1. Table Tennis - with Mr Stannard. The students will be travelling by bus to the
Indoor Squash Club and participating in the game of Table Tennis.
2. Mini Movers – with Mrs Morton. The students will participate in a fun and energetic fitness session in our hall with Belinda Steadman.
3. Recycled T-shirts – with Mrs Gibbons and Deb Saunders. Students will be making
recycled T-shirts and also making tassels and stick wrapped creations
*** Please note students will need to supply an old T-shirt (any colour, size, printed etc.)
4. Gardening—with Mrs Haby. Gardening at the Portland Community Gardens
Parents are welcome and encouraged to join in. Children have been allocated into four multi-aged
groups. See your child’s teacher to find out which group he/she is in.
The clubs portion of your parent contributions ($25) must be paid to participate in these activities.
Please contact the office if you are unsure whether you have paid this amount. Please note if you are
a recipient of the CSEF funding then the $25 will be covered.

There will be a Parents’ Club
meeting held on Wednesday 31st
July in the Library at 3.15pm.
All Welcome!

Thank you to Troy Lovett, Sandra
Aitken, Melissa Aitken and Bernardean
King for helping us celebrate NAIDOC
week last week. Also a big thanks to
Mr Stannard for organising all of the
activities. The students loved learning
about basket weaving, painting, tribal
games and traditional dancing.

75 Nights
Erin McPhee, Taylah Convy,
Phoenix Stewart, Dean Penrose.
100 Nights
Ivy Phillips, Maya Dyke,
Jack Matley, Browdy Smith.
125 Nights
Ella Hollis, Jude Cumming,
Mikaylah Hilton, Mason Hollis,
Archer Cumming.
150 Nights
Billie Cummins, Joshua Clements,
Kewarra Saunders– Joseph.

Talon Speight, Billie Cummins,
Nate Hunter, Ryder Trickey,
Summer Hunter,
Chloe McKay, Taylor Baust,
Phoenix Stewart, Erin McPhee,
Paige McKay, Frank Easson,
Jett McKay.

Gunya

Our Gunya
This year for NAIDOC week we made little huts
also known in the aboriginal word as Gunya an
aboriginal hut. We had to use
materials such as sticks, twigs, leaves and bark.
Our Gunya looks like a mini Gunya, it also has
bark, leaves, string and sticky tape. It has five
layers, so that if it was a real one no water
would come through the hut and the people
inside wouldn’t get wet it also has two supports
to hold it up.
Our Gunya our Gunya is water proof so no
water would get through it.
In our Gunya the special features are that it has
a little leaf shade so if it is raining you can shut
it. It has a man-made person and furry leaves as
fluffy as a young dog. It has a campfire for when
it starts getting cold at night or day and the
camp is made of tiny little sticks.
When we finished
it my group and I
were really happy
with what it looked
like at the end.
By Phoenix

How The Echidna Got Its Spikes

Long, long ago there was an Echidna called Greg. He
lived in a deep damp burrow at the edge of a creek,
there was little wildlife because there was no shade
only a small gumtree, the animals all sat under it on
long, never-ending summer days. But all the animals
discriminated Greg the Echidna because he was
just… plain. He had no special features like the
others, like jerry the Emu, she had a long neck and
long legs to prance upon. Then there was Matt the
kangaroo he had a long scruffy tail and big, bulky legs
to jump high in the air. There were many more unique
animals but Greg was the odd one out. One day Greg
was sitting under the gum tree all alone when a
ferocious storm started, the wind pinned him on the
ground when suddenly the gum tree ripped out the
rich brown soil and plonked on the ground.
Unfortunately while falling down a group of very sharp
stick fell down and stabbed the Echidna right in the
back, he let out an enormous yell. The next day he
met the others at the fallen Gum tree. The animals
were amazed he was the most unique, he had spikes
on his back the animals no
longer made fun of him. That’s
how the Echidna got it’s spikes.
By Dean Penrose

For NAIDOC we got to make Gunya’s in
groups. There were seven groups. Gunya’s are
indigenous shelters.
Our groups Gunya was a dome and sphere
like Gunya. It has three layers for the roof. It
has a stick layer, leaf layer and a bark layer, to
keep the rain from
touching the bottom. It has a working door a
camp fire and a swing with one tree. The
door can open and close the tree can move
to the wind and the swing can move.
It can repel water because it has three layers
of roof and the walls are made from sticks so
the water goes down the walls.
We had a lot of fun
and a lot of
judgements but we
got it finished in the
end thankyou for
listening.
By Harley Hamilton

How the Redback Spider
Became Redbacked
A long time ago, in a very remote outback, there
was a black spider with a frightening face and 8
thin legs. Everybody was scared of him. One
day, a snake was slithering along the red dirt
until he saw the spider. “That ssspider will be
my dinner tonight,” said the spider in an evil
voice. The spider stopped at a tree to get a
rest. The snake crept up behind the spider and
all of a sudden… strike! But the snake missed
the spider. The spider leaped away from the
strike and while landing, scarred himself on a
red red rock leaving a stroke of red on his back.
The spider faced up to the snake, but the snake
became intimidated and slithered away. Since
then, the spider was attacked by many more
snakes, but all of them got intimidated and left.
The spider realised the
red scar frightened
animals that attacked,
so he left the scar there
on his back ever since
then. That is how the
Redback spider became
redbacked.
By Andrae

Q:How do you make
a tissue dance?
A: You put a little
boogey in it!

Hoodies are now
available from our
uniform shop
for $40!

