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Kaidyn Kotze
We have noticed how hard you are working to learn your
letter sounds. It is great to see you blending sounds to
read words and listening for sounds when you write.
Great work Kaidyn!
Riley Hameka
We have noticed that you are putting lots of extra time
and effort into your learning. All areas of your work are
showing growth as is your confidence in and around the
classroom. Well done Riley!
Awards will be presented at Friday’s assembly at 3pm

Important Dates
Wednesday 14th August

Curriculum Day - No School—Teachers’ Literacy Festival

Wednesday 21st August

Book Day! Come dressed as your favourite book character!

Friday 23rd August

Wood Raffle Drawn—Assembly 3pm

Tuesday 27th August

Music Festival

Thursday 5th September

Interschool Basketball—Girls

Monday 9th September

School Council Meeting– 6.45pm Finance Meeting –7pm Meeting

Thursday 12th September

Interschool Basketball—Boys

Friday 13th September

MND SRC Fundraiser—Wear A Beanie Day-Gold Coin Donation

Monday 16th –20th September

Melbourne Doxa Camp—Grade 5/6 Students

Wednesday 18th-20th September Grade 3/4 Camp –Naracoorte
Friday 20th September

Last Day Term 3—2.30pm Finish

We Respect, We Challenge,
We Achieve, We Believe

From the Principal

Welcome to week 4. This week we have
teachers continuing their professional learning in
Sounds Write – a systematic phonics program,
and in numeracy. As teachers we are always
given opportunities to further build our
capabilities in all areas of the curriculum and our
staff see themselves as on-going learners.
“Teacher professional learning that improves
the learning of all students prepares teachers to
apply research to decision-making. Successful
professional learning programs immerse
teachers in the content they teach and
provide research-based knowledge about how
students learn that content.” Department
Education & Training.
Helping your child to speak and listen
Talking and interacting with your child regularly
increases their language and listening skills
while helping to grow their confidence in
language. Outings can also provide a world of
new vocabulary. Discussion during outings can
enrich your child’s understanding of the world.
Visit a park, the zoo, shopping centres,
museums, libraries and art galleries.
Other fun activities can include:

Share rhymes, poems and songs.
Encourage your child to join in.

Share and talk about family histories and
family photos.

Look at picture books or art books. Ask
your child to describe what is happening in
the pictures and make up stories together.

Collect cardboard and other household
items for your child to build with. Ask your
child to describe what they are building.

Look at ‘junk mail’ and talk about the things
for sale.

Listen to simple radio programs or
podcasts together and discuss the content.

Play vocabulary games with your child
such as, “what’s the opposite of ….?” (e.g.
“What’s the opposite of big?”) and “What’s
another word for….?” (e.g. “What’s another
word for angry?”).
The following Education Department website is
full of very useful, practical information for
parents of all children from birth to 17 years.
It is well worth exploring.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/
default.aspx

When students are sick
There is a little bit of GASTRO going around
once again. Can I please
ask that if your child is sick
with either vomiting and/or
diarrhoea that they are kept
home from school for 24-48
hours? Unfortunately, if
children return to school too early this can
lead to further outbreaks. Thanks for your
understanding with this.
Curriculum Day –
Wednesday, 14th August
Next Wednesday all teachers will be
involved in the Literacy Festival being held
in Hamilton. NO CHILDREN ARE
REQUIRED at school on that day.
Enrolments for 2020
We are now taking enrolments and school
tours for 2020. If you or someone you know
has a child who will be in Foundation at
Portland South in 2020, we are asking that
you enrol your child as soon as possible.
Planning for 2020 has begun. If you require
an enrolment pack, please see Di or Karyn
in the school office. All schools in the
Portland and District area encourage
students to go to their local school. Your
local school can be found at https://
www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au

Cheers, Vicki

Our School now has the Skoolbag App to help us
communicate more effectively with our Parent/
Student community. We are asking parents to
install our Skoolbag School App. To install it, just
search for Skoolbag in either the Apple App Store
or Google Play Store, install the Skoolbag app,
then tap the select your school search and type
in Portland South PS. If you would like help with
installing the app come and see Mrs Barbary in
the office. Please note that the Newsletter can
be accessed through this app.

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL
US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out
what parents think of our school. The Parent
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by
the Department of Education and Training that
is conducted amongst a sample of randomly
selected parents. It is designed to assist schools
in gaining an understanding of parents’
perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student engagement. Our school will
use the survey results to help inform and direct
future school planning and improvement
strategies. All of our parents at Portland South
Primary School will be invited to participate in
this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are
anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey
will be conducted from Monday 22nd July to
Sunday 11th August.

Portland South Grand final Win!

Last Wednesday, Portland South Primary
School played in the indoor soccer grand final
against Portland Primary. Our team was Phoenix
S, Dean P, Erin M, Tighe W, Oliver C, Joey K
and Aiden B. They started the game well,
they were pumped up and ready to go. The first
half was 4-1 with Portland South in the lead,
then at the end of the game it was 6-1, Souths
way. The team won the grand final and all
members got a trophy, bag of lollies and a juice
box. Thanks for the support from family
members, Andrae McTackett and
Mr Stannard, good job South!
By Tighe Warburton

The survey will be conducted online, sent out
via email and a letter has been sent home. The
survey only takes 10-15 minutes to complete.

Tomorrow the students will be participating in our ‘Clubs Program’, which will run for
a period of 8 weeks. We will be having lunch earlier on these days, starting at
1.00pm.
The Clubs Program will run on the following Thursday afternoons (2.00pm to 3.00pm):
18th, 25th July/1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th August/5th September
Children will participate in the following activities over the 8 week program:

1. Table Tennis - with Mr Stannard. The students will be travelling by bus to the
Indoor Squash Club and participating in the game of Table Tennis.
2. Mini Movers – with Mrs Morton. The students will participate in a fun and energetic fitness session in
our hall with Belinda Steadman.
3. Recycled T-shirts – with Mrs Gibbons and Deb Saunders. Students will be making recycled T-shirts
and also making tassels and stick wrapped creations
*** Please note students will need to supply an old T-shirt (any colour, size, printed etc.)
4. Gardening—with Mrs Haby. Gardening at the Portland Community Gardens
Parents are welcome and encouraged to join in. Children have been allocated into four multi-aged
groups. See your child’s teacher to find out which group he/she is in.

100 Nights
Ryder Trickey, Kaidyn Kotze,
Krystal Blackmore
125 Nights
Grace Knight
150 Nights
Chloe Hameka, Poppy Ruddick
175 Nights
Poppy Ruddick

Ollie Gadsden
Alistair Chow
Ella Hollis, Mikaylah Hilton
Kewarra Saunders-Joseph
Austin Anderson, Claire Knight
Willow Gadsden
Marissa Rowe-Doyle

Drawn Friday 23rd of
August at assembly.
Tickets went home last week!
Tickets are due back
Thursday 22nd of August.

Come dressed as your
favourite book character!

Once upon a time, in the dreamtime, there was only one tribe. This tribe was of about
twenty or so, with three children. The tribe hunted, fished and gathered together, and
before the sun fell each night, they held ceremonies to thank the spirits for the days
light.
One day, the tribe came across the mountains, and the tribes elders decided to go
around the mountains. But first, they camped at the foot of the mountains. But the
three children were curious and crestfallen to hear they would not be going to
through the mountains, for they wanted adventure.
While the adults set up camp, the children snuck off, unnoticed, and headed for the
mountains. Soon after that, however, the adults noticed the missing children, and an
elder found the children’s footprints. They followed the footprints and came across a
cave. The elders knew they had to find the children, so the tribe went in.
In the darkness of the cave, the tribe managed to find all the three children, but
became lost. Little food had been bought, and quickly ran out, then the tribe began
to starve.
The sprits saw what was happening, and knew they had to do something. One of
three kids had found a stick, and on the end was flint. So the spirits created a small
cave-in, and a piece of steel struck the flint, creating an extremely
bright flash, followed by- fire. The fire created enough light to lead the
tribe out of the cave, and the tribe was saved. So the tribe now knew
how to make fire. This is how fire was made.
Written by Oliver Chow

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL

Students should arrive at school between

8.40am and 8.50am
Please wait until the 8.50am bell to
enter the school buildings.
Before-School Reading
8.50am—9.00am
Parents, Families & Carers Welcome.

Hoodies are now
available from our
uniform shop
for $40!

Q: What did the asparagus say to the mushroom?
A: You are a fun guy!

