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Fraser Logan
We have noticed how well you have settled into school.
Your quiet confidence is lovely to see! It is great that
you are interested to learn and always give your very
best effort. Well done Fraser!
Keerthana Vipinkumar, Clara Johnston,
Jacob Blackmore, Chloe Hameka, Austin Anderson,
Erin McPhee, Ollie Gadsden, Alistair Chow,
Tobias King, Jude Cumming.

Awards will be presented at Friday’s assembly at 9am

Important Dates
Wednesday 19th February

Foundation Rest Day

Thursday 20th February

District Tennis
Book Club Due At End Of Day

Monday 24th February

School Council Meeting 6.45pm Finance—7pm Meeting

Wednesday 26th February

Foundation Rest Day

Tuesday 3rd–Thursday 5th March STEM Grade 5/6
Friday 6th March

Athletics Day - NO

ASSEMBLY

Monday 9th March

Labour Day Holiday—No School

Friday 13th March

Ride To School Day

Monday 23rd March

District Athletics Day

Wednesday 25th March

Parent Teacher Interviews

Friday 27th March

End Of Term 1

Tuesday 14th April

Start Of Term 2

Saturday 25th April

ANZAC Day—Parade

Wednesday 6th May

GRIP Leadership

We Respect, We Challenge,
We Achieve, We Believe

Principal’s Message
Congratulations District Swimmers
Congratulations and a big thank you to the students in
grade 5/6 who represented Portland South PS at the
District Swimming Sports yesterday.
Helpers for our Athletics Sports Day -

The Importance of Parent Teacher Partnerships
Research shows that one of the most important factors affecting a child’s performance in school is how
involved their parents are in their education. Developing a healthy parent-teacher relationship is a great
way to improve your child’s performance in school.
Getting to know your child’s teachers will not only
benefit you, it will greatly improve your child’s chance
of success in school. Establishing a strong parentteacher relationship can be difficult or even intimidating, but there are some great tips to make the process
easier:
Parent-teacher communication should be focused on
the best interests of the child. It is essential to your
child’s success in school.
Establish a regular means of parent-teacher
communication. Whether communicating by phone
or in person, be proactive and work with the teacher
in order to solve any problems.

Friday, 6th March
As you know our Athletics Sports Day does not operate
effectively unless we have quite a few parents willing
to help out on the day. If you can assist in any way
(even if it’s just for a short time!) please let Mrs
Menzel know. We do really need lots of parent
helpers on this day and would be very grateful for any
help we can get!
SCHOOL COUNCIL MONDAY 24th February
Just a reminder that there is a School Council Meeting
this Monday 24th February, starting at 7pm. Please
note the Finance Committee Meeting will begin at
6.45pm for those on the Finance Committee.
Professional Development Days for teachers
As part of the Victorian Government Schools
Agreement 2017, teachers will receive one day, per
term, out of their classroom to focus on high quality
teaching & learning. The focus for these days will align
with our school improvement plan (AIP) and can be
used for assessment, planning, curriculum
development or research. On these professional
practice days a casual relief teacher will replace your
child’s classroom teacher.

Finally, create a strong parent-teacher relationship
by volunteering. Helping out in and around the
school throughout the year is a great way to support
your child’s teacher.
Have a fantastic week everyone!

Vicki











8.40am
8.50am
9.00am
11.00am
11.30am
1.30pm
1.40pm
2.20pm
3.20pm

Students may arrive at school (yard supervision begins)
Students enter classrooms for READING
Learning Time
Morning play
Learning Time
Eat lunch in classrooms
Lunch play
Learning time
Home time!

Your child WILL need a healthy and substantial snack to eat at morning play time so that he/
she stays switched on to learning until lunch time! ALL students will be supervised by their
teacher during lunch eating time.

The Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) provides a payment of $125 for eligible students to
attend activities like: school camps, swimming, cultural activities and excursions.
Who can apply? Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster
parents are eligible to apply.
Eligible Students from 2019 can be rolled over if their concession card is still current. New students
will receive an application form today. If your circumstances have changed since 2019 and you think
you are eligible please see Di or Karyn in the office.

BREAKFAST PROGRAM

A whole-school Breakfast Program commenced
this week on Tuesday
from 8.20am to 8.45am in our hall.
Students will be able to have cereal, toast, milk
and tinned fruit. Further options will be available
once we get the program up and running!
Our School has the Skoolbag App to help us
communicate more effectively with our Parent/
Student community. We are asking parents to
install our Skoolbag School App. To install it, just
search for Skoolbag in either the Apple App Store
or Google Play Store, install the Skoolbag app,
then tap the select your school search and type in
Portland South PS.
If you would like help with
installing the app come and see Mrs Barbary in
the office. Please note that the Newsletter can be
accessed through this app.

Steve Gunsser will be the co-ordinator of the
Breakfast Program and would love to hear from
any parents, senior students or community
members who may be able to lend a
helping hand.
Parents are welcome to come along and have a
cuppa while the kids are having brekkie!!

PUBLIC CONSULTATION DAY
Traffic Engineers from Cardno will be in Portland on Thursday 20th February and we
invite community members to come in and have your say on road safety and parking
issues within the Portland Schools precinct.

Draft plans have been developed and will be on show throughout the day.
Feedback gathered by the community will assist in developing final infrastructure and
parking plans within the precinct to help alleviate congestion, speeding and parking
issues.
When: Thursday 20th February, 2020
Where: Discovery Hospitality Centre – Corner Must Street and Fawthrop Street
Time: 8:30am – 4pm

Athletics!!!
Welcome Back!!!! As you all know Term One is very busy and I just want to get in early with
some dates and special requests!!!!
Our Portland South Athletics Carnival will be held on Friday the 6th of March.
This is the biggest event on our PE calendar for the year. At the moment I NEED around 10
parent helpers to support the staff and students throughout the athletics day. The main ‘job’
is an ‘Age Group Supervisor’. What is that? It requires you to accompany your child or a
group of children and their group to and from events and recording scores at each event.
Staff members will be responsible for coordinating each event but we cannot run the event
without parent support. If you are able to assist can you please let the ladies in the office or
your child’s classroom teacher know as soon as possible.
For those parents who have never had a child participate in a school athletics, here is some
basic information. Our students will be working hard during PE sessions and will be put through
their paces in a number of events including: Junior Events: High Jump, Long Jump, Shot Put,
Sprint, Hurdles and the senior students (ages 9, 10, 11 and 12+ years) have the additional
events of Triple Jump, Discus and Long Distance. The day is focused on participation. We
encourage all students to ‘have a go’. Students earn points throughout the day depending
on their individual performances. These points go to an overall ‘house’ points tally and at the
conclusion of the event one house will be victorious!! These points will also determine what
colour ribbon the students receive.
Students are also able to earn an age group champion medallion. This is awarded to the
student who demonstrates ‘outstanding’ results in each event. In past years the medallion has
been awarded to the student achieving the highest amount of points in each age group.
However, this year, in some age groups there are only one or two students in each group,
meaning these students could potentially win an age group champion medallion without
earning ‘outstanding’ results. As a staff we have decided, in order to be awarded a
medallion the student must achieve enough points to receive a blue ribbon, highlighting their
outstanding achievement. A certificate will be awarded to those students who earn the
highest amount of points per age group if they do not qualify for a medallion.

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL

Students should arrive at school between

8.40am and 8.50am

Please wait until the 8.50am bell to
enter the school buildings.
Before-School Reading
8.50am—9.00am
Parents, Families & Carers Welcome.

Book Club went home
last week and is due back
Thursday the 20th of
February at the end of
school.

Chickenpox
We have had a possible
case
of
chickenpox
reported this week.
If you suspect your
child has chickenpox
please seek medical
attention
and
keep
your child at home to
prevent
the
infection
spreading.

Fridays
LUNCH TIME—TERM 1
Quelch Fruit Sticks—50 c
Frozen Yoghurt Cups—$2.00
Paddle Pops/Frosty Fruits $2.00

This year we will have Friday morning
assemblies in the Admella Hall
starting at 9am.
Parents are welcome to join us.

Hoodies are now
available from our
uniform shop
for $45!

