
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         
        

 

 

 

Website:   www.portlandsthps.vic.edu.au 
Email:  portland.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Issue No: 5—4th March 2020 

Phone : (03) 5523 2911    
PO Box 758, PORTLAND, VIC 3305 

Portland South Primary School 
“Reaching for the Stars to Achieve SUCCESS” 

Important Dates 
Thursday 5th March School Council Nominations Close 

Friday 6th March Athletics Day  - NO ASSEMBLY 

Monday 9th March Labour Day Holiday—No School 

Friday 13th March Ride To School Day 

 Parent Coffee and Chat—After Assembly In Staffroom 

Friday 20th March  Hot Cross Bun Orders Due Back 

Monday 23rd March School Council AGM Meeting 7pm  

 District Athletics Day 

Wednesday 25th March Parent Teacher Interviews 

Friday 27th March End Of Term 1 

Tuesday 14th April Start Of Term 2 

Saturday 25th April ANZAC Day—Parade 

Wednesday 6th May GRIP Leadership 

Tuesday 12th – 
Thursday 14th May 

NAPLAN  Testing—Grade 3 and Grade 5 Students 

Friday 15th May Cross Country (here at school) 

Wednesday 18th May District Cross Country 

Awards will be presented at Friday’s assembly at 9am 

Ethan Matley 

We have noticed you’re considerate and 

respectful of others.  You attempt  

challenging tasks with a growth mindset, 

reflect on mistakes and persist  

toward your goals.  Keep going! 



Parent Coffee/Tea Morning- Friday, March 13th  
On Friday 13th March I would like to invite any  
parents interested in helping to fundraise for our 
school this year, to an informal ‘Coffee/tea & Chat’ 
after assembly. We will meet in the staffroom. Tiana 
Richardson & I will be sharing a few ideas that were 
discussed at School Council to 
assist us moving forward. 
Hope to see lots of you there.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews- Wednesday, 25th March  
Just a little reminder for the diary. We will be having 
Parent Teacher Interviews on Wednesday 25th March.  
Notes will be going home this week.   
 

Labour Day Public Holiday- Monday, 9th March  
Next Monday 9th March is a Public Holiday.  
No children are required at school on this day.  
 
Have a wonderful week everyone! 
 
  

Vicki  

We Respect, We Challenge,  
We Achieve, We Believe 

 

Principal’s Message  
 
Portland South Athletics Day- Friday, March 6th 
The Portland South Athletics Day will be held this 
Friday, March 6th at Nelson Park. I wish all of our 
students the very best on the day. I know that they will 
try their best. Everyone is welcome to attend. If you 
are willing to help in any way could you please let Mrs 
Menzel know. Your assistance would be very much 
appreciated and will help make the day run smoothly.   
 

Ride To School Day – Friday, 13th March   
On Friday, March 13th it will be ‘Ride to School’ Day at 
Portland South. We are hoping to get as many students 
(& families) as possible, riding to school on a bike, 
scooter or skateboard. There will be stickers to 
giveaway for all those who participate and a 
competition between classes will be organised to see 
which class has the most students participating. Get 
your bikes, scooters or skateboards ready!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
School Council Nominations for 2020  
We are calling for School Council Nominations for the 
2020/2021 School Year. This year we have 4 positions 
to fill. Nomination forms and Self-Nomination forms 
are available at the office. Nominations will open on 
Thursday, 27th February and close at 4pm on 
Thursday, March 5th. Should nominations exceed the 
number of vacancies a ballot will take place. Ballot 
papers will be distributed on Thursday, March 12th if 
necessary. The ballot will close on March, 19th and a 
declaration of the poll will be made on this day. Please 
see Di or Karyn in the office if you would like any 
nominations forms, or please contact Vicki Fisher if you 
require more information. 
 

School Council Annual General Meeting -  
Monday 23rd March 
The next School Council meeting, to be held on 
Monday 23rd March, will be the Annual General 
Meeting. All parents and guardians are most welcome 
to attend this meeting with a starting time of 7pm.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL  
ELECTION PROCESS 
 

Nominations for School Council are currently 

open. This year we have 4 positions to fill.  

The timeline for the School Council Election 

Process is as follows: 

 

Thursday 27th February—Call for nominations  

Thursday 5th March- Nominations close 4pm.  

 

On or before Thursday 12th March should  

nominations exceed the number of  

vacancies a ballot will take place. Ballot  

papers will be distributed.  
 

 

Thursday 19th March—Close of ballot  

Thursday 19th March—Count of votes and  

declaration of the poll  

Monday 23rd March—School Council AGM  

 

If you have any questions or are interested in 

being on our School Council please see Di or 

Karyn in the office.    

 

Forms are available at the office 



 

 

 

 

25 Nights 

Dan Maybery 

Mikaylah Hilton 

 
 

Cole Cruse, Evie Richardson,  

Ace O’Brien, Tiala Bruton,  

Harry Barton, Summer Campbell, 

Poppy Ruddick, Ella Hollis. 

 

Road safety authorities recommend that 

before the age of nine or ten years  

children should not ride a bicycle in traffic 

without adult supervision.  Depending on 

their cycling skills and experience, some 

children over this age may still require  

supervision. 

 

Generally speaking, children under the 

age of twelve do not have the  

neuro-physiological and psychological 

development to cope with complex  

traffic situations on their own. 

 



Our School has the Skoolbag App to help us  

communicate more effectively with our Parent/

Student community. We are asking parents to  

install our Skoolbag School App. To install it, just 

search for Skoolbag in either the Apple App Store 

or Google Play Store, install the Skoolbag app, 

then tap the select your school search and type in 

Portland South PS.   If you would like help with  

installing the app come and see Mrs Barbary in 

the office.  Please note that the Newsletter can be 

accessed through  this app.  

 

On Friday 13th of March after 

assembly in the staffroom, 

there will be an informal 

“coffee/tea & chat” for  

parents/carers interested in 

helping to fundraise for our 

school this year.   Or feel free 

to just pop in for a coffee/tea 

and chat.   Vicki and Tiana 

will be sharing School Council 

ideas for fundraising moving 

forward in 2020. 



 

The Narrawong Food Collective presents this  
special fundraising screening of The Biggest Little 
Farm on Friday 3rd April, 7:00pm, at Narrawong 
mechanics institute hall.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Enough tickets must be sold to 
ensure this screening goes ahead, if it doesn't 
happen those funds will be refunded - no one  
loses out! To buy tickets, visit Www.fan-force.com 
 

John and Molly Chester move onto a degraded 
farm and set about turning it into a food producing 
paradise. They wind up raising 200 different crops 
and animals on their farm, including ducks, sheep, 
cows, chickens and pigs. They also plant cover 
crops and 75 different varieties of stoned fruit 
trees. The Chesters’ investment and hard work 
begin to pay off, but then the problems come:  
coyotes, snails, drought, wind, pesky gophers, 
fruit-eating birds…and finally, fire. 
 
Parents looking for movies with positive  
messages will find them in abundance in this  
production. Its dominant theme is that of  
respecting the earth, learning to work with its 
rhythms, and not fighting against them to impose 
a manmade profit model of agriculture. But it has 
other messages,  
including those of tenacity, backbreaking hard 
work, and perseverance in the face of seemingly 
impossible challenges. Older primary school age 
children and their parents will enjoy this movie, 
especially if they love animals. 

http://Www.fan-force.com


 

Hoodies are now  

available from our  

uniform shop 

for $45! 

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 
Students should arrive at school between  

8.40am and 8.50am 
 

 
Please wait until the 8.50am bell to  

enter the school buildings.  

 
Before-School Reading   

8.50am—9.00am   
 

Parents, Families & Carers Welcome.  

Athletics!!! 
Welcome Back!!!! As you all know Term One is very busy and I just want to get in early with 

some dates and special requests!!!! 
Our Portland South Athletics Carnival will be held this Friday the 6th of March. 

This is the biggest event on our PE calendar for the year. At the moment I NEED around 10  

parent helpers to support the staff and students throughout the athletics day.  The main ‘job’ 

is an ‘Age Group Supervisor’. What is that? It requires you to accompany your child or a 

group of children and their group to and from events and recording scores at each event. 

Staff members will be responsible for coordinating each event but we cannot run the event 

without parent support. If you are able to assist can you please let the ladies in the office or 

your child’s classroom teacher know as soon as possible.   

For those parents who have never had a child participate in a school athletics, here is some 

basic information. Our students will be working hard during PE sessions and will be put through 

their paces in a number of events including: Junior Events: High Jump, Long Jump, Shot Put, 

Sprint, Hurdles and the senior students (ages 9, 10, 11 and 12+ years) have the additional 

events of Triple Jump, Discus and Long Distance. The day is focused on participation. We  

encourage all students to ‘have a go’. Students earn points throughout the day depending 

on their individual performances. These points go to an overall ‘house’ points tally and at the 

conclusion of the event one house will be victorious!! These points will also determine what 

colour ribbon the students receive.  

Students are also able to earn an age group champion medallion. This is awarded to the  

student who demonstrates ‘outstanding’ results in each event. In past years the medallion has 

been awarded to the student achieving the highest amount of points in each age group. 

However, this year, in some age groups there are only one or two students in each group, 

meaning these students could potentially win an age group champion medallion without 

earning ‘outstanding’ results. As a staff we have decided, in order to be awarded a  

medallion the student must achieve enough points to receive a blue ribbon, highlighting their 

outstanding achievement. A certificate will be awarded to those students who earn the  

highest amount of points per age group if they do not qualify for a medallion. 



  

This year we will have Friday morning  
 assemblies in the Admella Hall  

starting at 9am. 
Parents are welcome to join us.  

 
 

Fridays  
LUNCH TIME—TERM 1 
Quelch Fruit Sticks—50 c 

Frozen Yoghurt Cups—$2.00 
Paddle Pops/Frosty Fruits  $2.00 

 

Our Easter Raffle is a major fundraiser for our school.    

This year we are asking for any donations suitable for 

the Easter holidays or a monetary donation  (can be 

any amount $2, $5, $10 or $20 etc.) to go towards   

local shopping vouchers.  

 

Any donations would be greatly appreciated. 

Just a reminder to name your 
child’s uniform.  We have had 
many jumpers in lost  
property without names.  It 
makes it easier for staff to 
return the clothing to it’s  
owner if it is named.  Thanks 
for your help with this matter. 


