Portland South Primary School
“Reaching for the Stars to Achieve SUCCESS”

Phone : (03) 5523 2911
PO Box 758, PORTLAND, VIC 3305

Website: www.portlandsthps.vic.edu.au
Email: portland.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Issue No: 12—20th May 2020

Hamish Egan
Keerthana Vipinkumar
Britt Walder
Taylah Convy
Neo Bruton
Ryder Trickey
Ivy Phillips
Chloe Hameka
Harry Barton
Arley Trickey

Important Dates
Monday 25th May —Pupil Free Day
Monday 25th May —School Council Meeting Via ZOOM
Tuesday 26th May—Foundation/Gr 1/Gr 2 Students Return To School
Friday 5th June —Report Writing Day—No Students At School
Monday 8th June—Queens’s Birthday Holiday
Tuesday 9th June—Gr 3/Gr 4/Gr 5/ Gr 6 Students Return To School
Wednesday 24th June—Proposed Parent Teacher Interviews (Will be
conducted over the phone) Students required at school
Friday 26th June —End Of Term 2
Monday 13th July 2020– Start Of Term 3
Monday 31st August 2020—School Photo Day
Friday 18th September—End Of Term 3
Monday 5th October—Term 4 Starts
Friday 18th December—End Of Term 4

We Respect, We Challenge, We Believe, We Achieve
Principal’s Message

Hello everyone,
Starting next Tuesday we begin our staggered “Return to Onsite Learning” as outlined by the
Premier, Dan Andrews and the Minister of Education, James Merlino.
In summary:
Monday 25th May- Statewide Student Free Day, staff to return to school
Tuesday 26th May- School resumes for Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2, Year 11
and Year 12 students. Our grade 3- 6’s continue online learning from home.
It is still an expectation that children from Grade 3-6 who
can learn at home MUST learn from home.
Monday 8th June – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday.
No student will be required at school.
th
Tuesday 9 June- School resumes for Grade 3-6 students and Year 7-10 students
It is important that parents/carers understand that it isn’t business as usual in our schools
and that we are not yet back to normal. We remain in the midst of a pandemic and must
continue to follow the social distancing guidelines that ensure we keep everyone in our
school community safe.
Guidelines also stipulate the fact that we won’t be able to have parent’s onsite at school. As
parents are not permitted onsite we are working together as a staff, to carefully
develop a strategy that can assist our students, parents/carers through this process. We do
fully understand some of the stressors this may cause you and your child/children and want
to assure you that we will work with you during this time, to ensure that everyone feels
comfortable and happy at drop off and pick up time. This may be very different and
challenging for all of us. I ask for your patience, your flexibility and your understanding during
this time.
You will receive a letter via email and Seesaw on Friday outlining further details about next
week. The Department of Education has guidelines that all schools must follow to assist with
the management and organisation of the transition back to school. We will be following these
guidelines. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. Thank you for your
understanding with this.
I continue to be in awe of the amazing work that everyone in our school community is doing
and has done over the past 5 weeks on Seesaw. It makes me very proud!
Staff - I cannot thank you enough for the efforts you have put in to make this happen. What
you have learnt and achieved this term is remarkable. I want to thank you wholeheartedly for
your hard work and your dedication to our students and their families…..and the very funny
videos and morning messages. You have made me laugh on numerous occasions. I have
been on the emotional rollercoaster with you all and feel immense pride for each and every
one of you. What an amazing team we have at Portland South!
Students – I am in awe of the wonderful work that our students have been producing in
such trying and challenging times too. I have been watching Seesaw to observe the variety
of work tasks, the uploaded videos, the beautiful drawings etc. I was so impressed with
those that joined (or attempted) the Webex Meetings with their classes or engaged in guided
reading sessions with their teachers. Thank you also to the parents and the siblings that
provided ongoing support and supervision for their child/children.
Please take the time to reflect and acknowledge what you have all achieved since the
beginning of this term. We will look back on this time with wonder and amazement, and feel
proud with what everyone has accomplished. It is definitely a moment in time that we will
never forget.

Curriculum Day - Monday 25th May
Please note that Monday 25th May will be a student free day for all students at Portland South
Primary School. There will be NO online learning classes on this day. Teachers will be working
to prepare for a return to school for pupils in Foundation, Grade1 and Grade 2.
School Council Meeting –Monday 25th May (via Zoom)
Just a reminder to all School Councillors that our next scheduled School Council Meeting is on
Monday 25th May beginning at 7pm. This meeting will be via Zoom. The Finance Committee
will meet at 6.45pm.
Report Writing Day - Friday 5th June
Please note that Friday 5th June is a scheduled Report Writing Day at Portland South Primary
School. Teachers will be writing school reports on this day.
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday- Monday 8th June
Monday 8th June will be the Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday. No students will be required at
school.
Parent Teacher Interviews- Wednesday 24th June
Parent Teacher Interviews scheduled for June 24th will go ahead as planned. As parents are
not allowed onsite, interviews will be held via Webex or phone. More information to come.
School Photos – Monday 31st August
School Photos organised for June 23rd have been postponed until Monday 31st August.
(Term 3).
Enjoy the remainder of your week. Stay warm and take care.

Vicki
2021 Enrolments
Due to the current health crisis we are unable to conduct school tours for 2021
enrolments. We are still available for contact via phone or e-mail in regard to
2021. Enrolment packs and forms can be accessed from the school or via school
websites.
All schools in the Portland and District area encourage students to go to their
local school. Your local school can be found at www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au
Our School has the Skoolbag App to helpus communicate more effectively with our Parent/Student
community. We are asking parents to install our
Skoolbag School App. To install it, just search for
Skoolbag in either the Apple App Store or Google
Play Store, install the Skoolbag app, then tap the
select your school search and type in Portland
South PS. If you would like help with installing the
app come and see Mrs Barbary in the office.
Please note that the Newsletter can be
accessed through this app.
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