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Important Dates
Thursday 4th June—Book Club Due Back
Friday 5th June —Report Writing Day—No Students At School
Monday 8th June—Queens’s Birthday Holiday
Tuesday 9th June—Gr 3/Gr 4/Gr 5/ Gr 6 Students Return To School
Wednesday 24th June—Parent Teacher Interviews (Will be
conducted over the phone/webx) Students required at school
Friday 26th June —End Of Term 2
Monday 13th July 2020– Start Of Term 3
Monday 31st August 2020—School Photo Day
Friday 18th September—End Of Term 3
Monday 5th October—Term 4 Starts
Friday 18th December—End Of Term 4

We Respect, We Challenge,
We Believe, We Achieve
Principal’s Message
We were so are so excited to welcome our Foundation, Grade 1’s and Grade 2’s back to
school yesterday. Whilst we understand that there was some nervousness and
concern about school resuming, we hope you will be reassured by the plans that we have
implemented to ensure that everyone had a safe and positive start. We were thrilled with how
smooth everything went and we would like to thank you all for your continued patience,
understanding and flexibility. The children’s resilience and confidence is to be commended!
Well done kids! They sure had lots of smiles for the staff and lots of stories to tell. The Grade 3
-6 students will be returning on Tuesday 9th June. I know many of them can’t wait either!

IMPORTANT KEY MESSAGES—Quick drop off and pick up details and
other reminders

All students will need to be dropped off at the double gates on
Moorehouse Court between 8.40am and 9 o’clock. Staff will be on
hand to greet the children.

An express vehicle drop off (between 8.40-9.00am) is recommended
to eliminate parents congregating at the gate.
N.B. To ensure the safety of everyone I would like to ask that people wait for the
person in front of them to drive off before leaving the drop off and pick up zone.













Pick up for all children is between 3.10pm and 3.25pm on the gated area on Moorehouse
Court. This is the same area as drop off.
Parents and visitors are restricted from entering the school grounds unless it is essential
to do so and organised by Mrs Fisher or another designated staff member.
Children need to ensure that they bring all essentials for the day on arrival. Lunch, water
bottle, coat etc.
If you are late bringing your child/ren to school please ring the office on 55232911 and
we will come out to the gate to meet your child/ren. Please ring the school mobile on
0400 232 911 on the off chance the office is unattended.
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they MUST not attend school. They MUST remain
home and seek medical advice. If a child complains of feeling unwell during the school
day, they will be sent home.
If you need to contact the office, staff or the Principal please do so through emails or
phone calls. Please notify us early if you need to inform us of altered pick up times or
changes to pick up for your child/children.
There will be extra cleaning of the school during school hours. Students will be
supervised in regular hand hygiene practices throughout the school day.
Please ensure all children please bring their own water bottles to school. Our bubble tap
will not be in use.
Buses will run as normal.

Please be mindful that these requirements are new to us all. Don’t hesitate to contact us if you
need any clarification.

Please return borrowed devices
Can I please ask that children in Foundation, Grade 1 and grade 2 students who borrowed
iPads for online and flexible learning, to please return these devices back to school as soon as
possible? Our classes do require these devices for classroom learning. Thanks for your
understanding with this.
Seesaw for continued communication with parents
One of the many positives that we have experienced during online and flexible learning is the
ongoing communication with parents and students via Seesaw. As parents are unable to come
on site, we would like to continue to communicate with parents via Seesaw. Please don’t
hesitate to contact your child’s teacher via Seesaw for any questions you may have. The
normal will forms of communication – newsletter, skoolbag, email and phone will also remain
important forms of communication.
Student Reports for Semester One
The Department of Education has advised that the Semester 1 reports that schools are
required to produce for families will take on a modified format. As the Remote Learning
program has been in place it has seen necessary modifications take place in the way we have
delivered our curriculum. That has impacted how teachers assess and test student learning
progress and has made it difficult to gauge accurately how students have progressed against
the Victorian Curriculum this term. For this reason teachers will not be marking progress
against the required standards but will be producing a progress report. This will focus on the
celebration of achievements in Term 1, particularly related to students’ personal learning
goals, as well as a report on your child’s participation in the Remote Learning program. We
look forward to the December reporting cycle when we will be able to give a more detailed
report on your child’s progress against the Victorian Curriculum.
Have a wonderful week. Let’s hope there is a little sunshine over the weekend to allow us all to
venture outside in the fresh air. Enjoy!
Kind Regards,
Vicki

Aboriginal Artwork by Britt Walder

Book Club Issue 4
Book Club was sent home today.
Please send orders with students by
Thursday 4th June. On line orders
are acceptable and easy to do.
For those students who are still
learning remotely, here is the link
for issue 4:
www.scholastic.com.au/bookclub/book-club-parents/

100 Nights
Billie Cummins

2021 Enrolments
Due to the current health crisis we are unable to conduct school tours for 2021
enrolments. We are still available for contact via phone or e-mail in regard to
2021. Enrolment packs and forms can be accessed from the school or via school
websites.
All schools in the Portland and District area encourage students to go to their
local school. Your local school can be found at www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au
Our School has the Skoolbag App to help us
communicate more effectively with our Parent/
Student community. We are asking parents to install
our Skoolbag School App. To install it, just search for
Skoolbag in either the Apple App Store or Google
Play Store, install the Skoolbag app, then tap the
select your school search and type in Portland
South PS. If you would like help with installing the
app come and see Mrs Barbary in the office.
Please note that the Newsletter can be
accessed through this app.

