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Important Dates
Friday 14th August—Curriculum Day
Monday 31st August 2020—School Photo Day
Friday 18th September—End Of Term 3
Monday 5th October—Term 4 Starts
Friday 18th December—End Of Term 4

2021 Enrolments

Due to the current health crisis we are unable to
conduct school tours for 2021 enrolments. We are
still available for contact via phone or e-mail in
regard to 2021. Enrolment packs and forms can be
accessed from the school or via school websites.
All government schools in the Portland and District
area encourage students to go to their local school.
Your local school can be found at

www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au

We Respect, We Challenge, We Believe, We Achieve
Principal’s Message
To all of our amazing families,
As I write this week’s newsletter piece I can’t help but think it feels very much like Groundhog
Day. We’ve been here and done this all before and what an amazing job everyone did. The
rapid return to flexible and online learning was announced at very short notice and my staff
have put in a huge amount of work to organise and prepare work for the remainder of this
week and are working hard behind the scenes in preparation for Monday’s online lessons.
I am so very grateful to our parents and carers for their kind words, and for the continued
support and understanding we have received from you. (It is appreciated more than you
know!) Last term was one very steep learning curve for all of us. It wasn’t smooth sailing last
time and I do endeavour to hit a few bumps in the road again – perhaps not as many this time
round. We may make mistakes again, we know that some days will be tougher than others
and we may feel like we are just getting by, but that is ok. It is very normal for all of us to be
feeling like this at the moment. We are in a Pandemic and in a State of Disaster. This is not
normal, school is not normal. We need to do what is right for the whole community, state and
country and that is STAY AT HOME.
I want you to know that whatever you achieve in a day (or don’t achieve) is enough! Be kind to
yourselves. Children are not expected to be online all day every day. Time expectations for
the junior grades are approximately 2 and a half hours and grade 3/4 and 5/6 are expected to
engage in learning for approximately 3 and a half hours. This maybe a mix of online and hard
copy activities. We are once again using SeeSaw and Webex as our online learning
platforms.

On Friday, we are asking everyone to collect learning packs and devices (if you have
requested one or were on our list from last time) from the Admella Hall. Some students who
did not engage fully in online learning last time, will be given hard copies of their learning.
Some children will use a selection of both online and hard copy. Not everyone learns the
same way and we are prepared for each child’s different needs and abilities.
To ensure the safety of staff and families, I ask that only one family member attends to collect
these materials. A staff member will be in attendance to supervise entry. If you have any
difficulty in attending at your allocated time, please email the school.

Collection Times: Surnames beginning with

A-F 11:00am -11:20am
G-L 11:20 – 11:40am
M-R 11:40-12.00pm
R-Z 12:00 – 12:20pm
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Please be mindful to keep connected via Skoolbag, Seesaw and email. We do post important
information and reminders on these tools.
At the moment the most important thing is that you and your family feel happy and safe. Your
wellbeing should be a priority. I will continue to keep you updates as per required re: the
COVID situation. Take care, stay safe and please stay connected. Xx
Kind Regards,

Vicki
Online Attendance
It is an Education Department requirement that schools record the online attendance of
students at least once a day. This data will be uploaded to CASES 21 by 3.00pm each day. At
Portland South Primary School we will continue to keep a record of all students who are
present on Seesaw and any student absences either parent choice, pandemic reasons,
medical etc. Please note that staff will be phoning parents/carers if children have not been
online for two consecutive days. Thanks your understanding with this.
Curriculum Day – Friday, August 14th
On Friday 14th August we scheduled a Curriculum Day for teachers to engage in Professional
Learning about ‘Reading’. We will be going ahead with this day. That will mean that there will
be NO online learning on this day. It will be a Student Free day.
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