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Important Dates
Friday 18th September—End Of Term 3
Monday 5th October—Term 4 Starts
Tuesday 3rd November—Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Friday 18th December—End Of Term 4
2021 Enrolments

Due to the current health crisis we are
unable to conduct school tours for 2021
enrolments. We are still available for contact
via phone or e-mail in regard to 2021.
Enrolment packs and forms can be accessed
from the school or via school websites.
All government schools in the Portland and
District area encourage students to go to
their local school.
Your local school can be found at

www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au

If you call the school office and
your call isn’t answered, please
leave a message and we will return
your call as soon as possible.
Alternately ring the school mobile
on 0400 232 911.
portland.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

We Respect, We Challenge, We Believe, We Achieve

Principal’s Message

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to week 9 of term 3 and our fifth week of remote and flexible learning. We
are maintaining a wonderful and very pleasing effort in these challenging and unique
times and I thank all of our students, staff and families for their ongoing resilience and
kindness. I continue to be so proud of you all and are confident that we will continue
to succeed over the next three weeks of remote and flexible learning.

Please see below the information that was sent to all schools on Sunday night. (N.B.
This information was put on the Portland South Primary School Facebook site on
Monday).

Remote learning will continue for the next three weeks of schooling.
This being the last two weeks of this term and the first week of term 4.
Week Two of Term 4 will see…..
‘All students (from Prep to Year 12) return to full-time on-site schooling by Friday 16th
October. Schools can stagger the return of different year levels as appropriate during
this week. This decision can be made by individual schools or network/cluster of
schools.’

We will confirm the starting dates
of all students as this decision is made
in consultation with our network schools.
Take care and stay safe,

Vicki

125 Nights
Ariah Bird
200 Nights
Billie Cummins

Information from the Department of Education to help support your children during
Remote & Flexible Learning. See below for details regarding two helpful resources to
help you support your children during remote and flexible learning.

Raising Learners Podcast
The Department of Education and Training has funded a 10-episode podcast series through
the Raising Children Network called ‘Raising Learners’. It features parenting experts from
organisations including the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Career Education
Association Victoria, as well as the Australian eSafety Commissioner, Julie Inman-Grant.
Raising Learners provides parents with practical advice, tips and ideas for supporting
children’s health, wellbeing and engagement at school and at home.
Topics include:


how to connect with your child’s school and community



how to best support your child’s learning



what to expect for VCE and VCAL students and



how to keep your child safe online.

These topics were drawn from common questions that parents raised with the Department’s
coronavirus (COVID-19) hotline and Parentline. The first three episodes will be available on 1st
September, and the rest throughout terms 3 and 4. Raising Learners can be accessed via
podcast apps and Raising Children Network website.

Managing the Coronacoaster Webinar
Renowned child psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg is back by popular demand to repeat his
Coronacoaster webinar. On 15th September, Dr Michael Carr-Gregg will again present
‘Managing the Coronacoaster” – Tips for building resilient families in the coronavirus era. His
first webinar in August booked out in three days, with more than 12,000 registrations.
In this webinar, Dr Carr-Gregg provides tools and strategies for parents and carers to help
manage the lockdown period and remote learning. Topics include:






your supportive role
setting the emotional tone
focusing on what you can control
how to deal with disappointment
more resources and where to get help.

Webinar details
When: 7.30pm, Tuesday 15th September
Duration: 45-minute presentation, followed by a 15-minute question-and-answer session
Format: online via live stream
Cost: free
Register for the Managing the Coronacoaster webinar via Eventbrite

Grade 3/4 Dancing Sticks

The grade 3/4 students did an amazing job of finding dancing sticks in their gardens and
annotating the dance or movement that the sticks appeared to be doing. It was a fun activity
and I was very impressed with their recorded explanations. I was also impressed with the
number of students that needed to use their problem solving skills to complete the activity.
Great job, grade 3/4!

R U OK? Day is tomorrow
Thursday 10th September
2020. It’s our national day of
action when we remind
Australians that every day is
the day to ask, “Are you
OK?” if someone in your
world is struggling with life’s
ups and downs.

