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Wishing all our
Portland South
families and
community, a very
Merry Christmas
and a happy and
safe holidays.
We look forward to
seeing everybody
in 2021!
Important Dates
Wednesday 16th December

Reports Go Home With Students

Thursday 17th December

Picnic Day

Friday 18th December

Last Day Of Term 4—Early Finish 2.30pm STAFF CLEAN UP DAY

Wednesday 27th January 2021

Teachers and Staff Return To School

Thursday 28th January 2021

STUDENT ASSESSMENT DAY—Students not required at
school except for allocated testing appointment time.

Friday 29th January 2021

STUDENT ASSESSMENT DAY—Students not required at
school except for allocated testing appointment time.

Monday 1st February 2021

Students Return to School

Reports will go home today.
Please take the time to read and discuss your child’s
school reports with him/her. It will help your child see
you as an active participant in their education.

We Respect, We Challenge, We Believe, We Achieve

Principal’s Message
Well it’s been a long, challenging and extraordinary year that we will be very happy to see the end of.
A year of many firsts. A year of challenges, a year of hope, a year of collaboration and a year of
memories that we will never forget. I want to thank you once again for the commitment you have
shown towards your child/children’s education and for the support that you have shown towards us,
the staff of Portland South throughout the year. Enjoy a well-deserved holiday. Stay safe, relax and
have lots of fun. See you all next year.
Families we say goodbye to
Goodbye and good luck to those families who will no longer be part of our school community next
year. We wish you all the best. Families include: Erin & Sue McPhee, Diana, Fernando and the
Vazquez family, Dean Penrose and family, Tighe Warburton and family, Andrae McTackett & family,
and LJ Zehetner and family. We will miss you!
P.E Teacher for 2021
I am thrilled to announce that our Physical Education Teacher for 2021 is Mr Ryan Maybery. We are
delighted to welcome Ryan aboard and know that Ryan will fit seamlessly into our team.
Congratulations Ryan!
Picnic Day- Pick up kids from Nun’s Beach after swim
Tomorrow we will be holding our Annual Picnic Day. Notes with information regarding this day went
home last week. The children will start the day by walking to the Botanical Gardens, then move on to
the Foreshore for a play and for lunch. At 11.30am we will have a very special guest visit the children.
Parents are very welcome to join us at the Foreshore for this visit. From the Foreshore we will make
our way to the Nun’s Beach for a swim. The Portland Surf Lifesaving Club will be patrolling while the
students swim. We thank the PSLSC for their time. The day will finish at 2.30pm with a bus back to
school.
*Please note: Parents are more than welcome to pick their child/children up from the Nun’s
Beach, after their swim if they would like to take them straight home for a bath.
Start of the year information- IMPORTANT!
Please read the following information regarding the start of the 2021 school year. The School Council
have approved Assessment Days that occur on Thursday 28th January and Friday 29th January.
Students aren’t required at school except for their allocated time, which they will come into school for
an appointment with their teacher. Essential assessments in either literacy or numeracy (or both) will
be conducted. Please note that we have worked very hard to ensure that siblings are allocated at
similar times where possible.
The first day of school for all students will be on Monday,
February 1st for all grades from Foundation to Grade 6.
N.B. Foundation students will not attend school on Wednesdays in February.
Have a wonderful week,

Vicki

50 Nights
Jordan O’Sullivan
100 Nights
Keerthana Vipinkumar
125 Nights
Jack Keiller

150 Nights
Fraser Logan
Levi Bradshaw
250 Nights
Dan Maybery
Hamish Egan

It is with very mixed emotions that I say goodbye to everyone who has been associated
with the Portland South Primary School community over the last 27 years. I know I will
cry on Friday … ha ha.
My own children all attended Portland South PS, so the school has been an integral part
of my life, both as a parent and employee. It hasn’t just been a job—its been a huge
part of my life and I’ve met some wonderful people during my career.
Whilst I am happy to “retire” and do more of my own thing (golf, granny duties,
travelling), I know will miss the company of the staff, students and parents/carers.
There is always something happening at a school—life is never dull!
I will miss the kids especially—Mrs Wodgers, Mrs Roger, Di !! I love to follow the
achievements of the “South kids” and I will be keeping an keen eye on the newsletter
and paper.
In summing up, I feel privileged to have been involved with the school for such a long
period of time and it gives me great satisfaction knowing that the school will continue
to prosper due to Vicki’s great leadership and the dedication of teachers and allied staff.
There is such a vibrant feel around the school and lots of positive plans in place for
2021.
I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a safe and happy holiday.
“GO SOUTH”
Di xx

Next year, from 20th April to 28th April, students in
grades 5 & 6 will
have the opportunity to participate in a “Somers Camp’ at a cost of $260.
This is a unique nine-day experience and is heavily
subsidised by the Department of Education.
Expressions of interest will be called for early next year.
Parents are asked to consider this camp and also
consider the school’s grade 5/6 camp to Melbourne, the date to be
confirmed next year.

Our School Captains for 2021 were
announced at graduation yesterday and
are as follows:

School Captains
Krystal Blackmore
Alex Smith
Vice Captains
Austin Anderson
Jayden Convy
Congratulations!

