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New Staff Welcome!
At Portland South we continue to grow. This
year we are running an additional classroom
to make 6 in total. We have a Foundation
class, two grade 1/2 classes, two grade 3/4
classes and a grade 5/6. A big welcome to
Mr Ryan Mayberry who has been appointed
as the PE teacher. Ms Claire McKenna who
has been appointed as a grade 3/4 teacher
and Mrs Belinda Pridmore who will join our
Education support team as an aide in
Foundation.

Important Dates
Friday 29th January 2021

STUDENT ASSESSMENT DAY—Students not required at school
except for allocated testing appointment time.

Monday 1st February 2021

Students Return to School

Wednesday 3rd February 2021

Foundation Rest Day

Wednesday 10th February 2021 Foundation Rest Day
Friday 12th February 2021

Lunch Orders Start– Bring your lunch order to the office first
thing in the morning and place in tubs.

Wednesday 17th February 2021 Foundation Rest Day
Thursday 18th February 2021

Hockey Clinic—Grade 3/4/5/6

Wednesday 24th February 2021 Foundation Rest Day
Thursday 25th February 2021

Interschool Tennis

Tuesday 30th February 2021

District Swimming

Monday 8th March 2021

Labour Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 17th March 2021

Athletics Sports—Nelson Park

Wednesday 31st March 2021

District Athletics

Friday 2nd April 2021

Last day of term 1—finish at 2.30pm

We Respect, We Challenge, We Believe, We Achieve

Principal’s Message
Welcome back everyone and welcome to the 2021 school year.
I am replicating the note that was sent out that you would have received if your child attended
their Assessment Conferences with teachers this week. This information is important and we
need to ensure that every family does receive this information.
Welcome Back! A very special welcome to all new students and families who are joining our
community. Everyone at this school works together as a team to create a learning
environment that provides a balance of encouragement, support and challenge. I sincerely
hope you really enjoy your time at Portland South. We know you will!
IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING COVID SAFE PRACTICES FOR THE
BEGINNING OF THE YEAR
Thank you once again for the continued support you have shown our school community over
the past year. It is important that parents/carers understand that it still isn’t business as usual
just yet. We will continue to follow the COVID Safe practices as outlined in the 2021
Department Of Education Operations Guide and will be starting the year in the same way that
we ended 2020. We will be following all Government guidelines in terms of gathering
numbers, social distancing and hygiene practices.
Please see below for guidelines re: visitors onsite
Parents can continue to come into the office to make payments or purchase uniform. The
front doors will be open during school hours. (Please adhere to density limits). Parents are
able to drop off and pick up children from onsite, however parents are not able to go into
classrooms due to density limits. The congregation of parents is not permitted and masks are
recommended if social distancing is not possible. It is envisaged that parents will not be onsite
any longer than 15 minutes unless organised ahead of time. In this instance if you stay longer
than 15 minutes, you will be required to sign a register at the school office. A QR Code
System is being investigated.
We will continue to use the drop off and pick up arrangements this year that were in place at
the end of last year. Please see below. There will be no before school reading program this
year. We will be organising other activities for parents in classrooms throughout the year if
and when possible. We can have whole-school gatherings for students and staff only.
Information regarding arrival and departures
Drop off and pick up will continue for families. Please read the following for more information:
We will continue to use the shed area for all children even those children who walk, ride or
scoot to school. The Yard Duty teacher will be on yard duty in this area. (see map over page)
Students will remain in the shed area upon arrival, before being collected by class teachers at
8.50am. At the end of the day, all students will return to the shed area for pick up. All
children will be dismissed from the shed area at the end of the day at 3.20pm.

PLEASE NOTE THESE TIMES ARE A LITTLE DIFFERENT TO LAST YEAR TO ENSURE
CHILDREN HAVE MAXIMUM TIME IN CLASS.
If for any reason you need to speak to your child’s teacher to pass on an important message
before school, they will be in their classroom preparing for the day. You are very welcome to
make an appointment if you require a longer discussion.
Continued over page….

Please note that our newsletter will no longer
be weekly but be produced fortnightly. We
will be emailing it to all our families and it will
be loaded onto the Skoolbag app.

If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they MUST not attend school. They MUST remain
home and seek medical advice. If a child complains of feeling unwell during the school
day, they will be sent home.
If using the ‘Quick Drop Off’ by
car
Quick drop off will continue at double
gated area on Moorehouse Court for
those interested. Yard Duty teachers
will be on hand to escort students from
and to their cars. Exit MUST be on gate
side of car.
Please see map below.
Please note: Children who walk, ride or
scoot to school will be required to go to
the shed area on arrival. The yard duty
teacher will be in this area.
*Bus travellers will also be required to
make their way to the shed area on
arrival.

Morning drop off
times
8.40-8.50am

After school pick up
times
3.20- 3.30pm

Please arrive during
these times where
possible.

Please pick children up
during these times.

The school day starts at
9am, so teachers will
pick up children from the
shed area at 8.50am.
Learning will begin in
classrooms at 9am.

All children will be in the
shed area at the end of the
day.
Parents not using the ‘Quick
Pick Up’ are more than
welcome to come into the
shed area to pick up their
child/children.

Playgrounds before and after school times
Students should not be at school before 8.40am if
possible UNLESS supervised by his/her parent. This is
for safety reasons and we encourage all parents to
support this routine. Every morning staff members will
be on yard duty from 8.40am and a staff member will be
on yard duty at the end of the day.
We hope to be able to have even more normality as the
2021 year progresses. Thank you once again for your
patience, understanding, support & kindness through
such challenging times.
Have a wonderful week,

Vicki

If you require new uniforms please email us
at portland.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
or call the office on 5523 2911 and we will
organise your order. For your convenience
we now have eftpos facilities available at
the office. Please note: uniforms can no
longer be taken until they have been
paid for in full.

Next week we will be sending
home ‘Name Plates’ with
students for families to put on
their dashboard to help with
organisation at pick up time. This
will help new staff and all staff
identify cars.

We are very fortunate to have a well-stocked library at Portland South P.S. The students
love having the opportunity to select and borrow books. The books they choose are
books they are interested in, not something their teacher has selected for them. They
could choose a picture storybook, a novel or a non-fiction book on a topic they are
interested in, it is entirely up to them.

Students may choose to read their entire book or to dip in and out of it at various
stages.
We ask that library books come to and from school in a separate bag to their school bag
to help protect them.
All students are required to return their library book on their library day so they can
borrow a new book. They may re-borrow the same book.

This year, from 20th April to 28th April, students in
grades 5 & 6 will
have the opportunity to participate in a “Somers Camp’ at a cost of $260.
This is a unique nine-day experience and is heavily
subsidised by the Department of Education.
Expressions of interest will be called for early this year.
Parents are asked to consider this camp and also
consider the school’s grade 5/6 camp to Melbourne, the date to be
confirmed next year.
Please note that lunch orders will
re-commence in week 3 on
Friday 12th February.
More information, including an
updated menu will be sent
home in week two.

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL

Reminder
Morning drop off will be on
Moorehouse Court between

8.40am and 9.00am.

Teachers will not
be on Yard Duty
before this time.
Pick up time will be between
3.10pm and 3.25pm.

Our School has the Skoolbag App to help us
communicate more effectively with our
Parent/Student community. We are asking parents to
Install our Skoolbag School App. To
install it, just search for Skoolbag in either the
Apple App Store or Google Play Store, install
the
Skoolbag
app,
then
tap
the
select your school search and type in
Portland South PS. If you would like help with
installing the app come and see Mrs Barbary in
the office. Please note that the Newsletter can
be accessed through this app.

In Term 1 students must wear
school hats for all outside play
and activities. Please see the
office if you need to
purchase a hat!

The Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) provides a payment of $125 for eligible students to
attend activities like: school camps, swimming, cultural activities and excursions.
Who can apply? Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster
parents are eligible to apply. Eligible Students from 2020 can be rolled over if their concession card is
still current. New students will receive an application form next week. If your circumstances have
changed since 2020 and you think you are eligible please see Karyn or Dion in the office.

STAFFING

PRINCIPAL - VICKI FISHER
ADMINISTRATION STAFF
Karyn Barbary (Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri)
Dion Brugman (Wed)
WELLBEING STAFF
Steve Gunsser—Chaplain
Vicki Fisher– Wellbeing Coordinator

TEACHING STAFF
Alister Stannard—Grade 5/6
Gaye Ryan—Grade 3/4
Claire McKenna—Grade 3/4
Hannah Menzel—Grade 1/2 H
Kate Hughes—1/2 H
Natalie James– Grade 1/2 J
Bernadette Gibbons—Foundation
Ryan Mayberry—PE
Jennie Houlihan—
Art/ Performing Arts/STEM/Library
INTEGRATION AIDES
Mallissa Sealey
Dawn Reynolds
Anitra Hollander
Dion Brugman
Belinda Pridmore











8.40am
8.50am
9.00am
11.00am
11.30am
1.30pm
1.40pm
2.20pm
3.20pm

Parents/guardians are required to
provide an explanation for their child's
absence from school, and schools must
record in writing the reason (if any)
given by the parent/guardian. This is a
legal requirement of the Department of
Education.
School s
must
advise
paren ts/
guardians of unexplained absences, on
the same day, and as soon as
practicable, if parents/guardians have
not notified the school of the absence.
If you have planned absences, eg,
family holidays within the school term,
please let the school know prior to your
departure. The school phone number is
5523 2911.
Absences may also be notified via the
Skool Bag App or email.

IMPORTANTGrade 1/2A James is a
peanut free classroom. We
have 1 child that has allergies
to peanuts in this class.
Thanks for your
understanding with this.

Students may arrive at school (yard supervision begins)
Students enter classrooms for READING
Learning Time
Morning play
Learning Time
Eat lunch in classrooms
Lunch play
Learning time
Home time!

Your child WILL need a healthy and substantial snack to eat at morning play time so that he/
she stays switched on to learning until lunch time! ALL students will be supervised by their
teacher during lunch eating time.

