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The Foundation students went on a tour to
explore their new school environment last
week.
Mrs Fisher was thrilled to get a surprise visit
and hear all about how they were
enjoying their first week.

Important Dates
TERM 1 2021
Friday 12th February

Lunch Orders Start– Bring your lunch order to the office
first thing in the morning and place in tubs.

Wednesday 17th February

Foundation Rest Day

Thursday 18th February

Hockey Clinic—Grades 1 - 6

Monday 22nd February

First School Council Meeting - 7pm

Wednesday 24th February

Foundation Rest Day

Thursday 25th February

Interschool Tennis

Tuesday 2nd March

District Swimming—Portland YMCA

Monday 1st March

First full week for Foundation students

Friday 5th March

Division Tennis—Warrnambool

Monday 8th March

Labour Day Public Holiday—No School

Wednesday 17th March

Portland South Primary School Athletics—Nelson Park

Friday 19th March

Regional Swimming

Monday 22nd March

School Council AGM - to be confirmed

Wednesday 31st March

District Athletics

Thursday 1st April

Last day of term 1—finish at 2.30pm

Friday 2nd April

GOOD FRIDAY

We Respect, We Challenge, We Believe, We Achieve
Principal’s Message
It may only be the third week of the year, but things are in full swing. The
students have settled in extremely well and look very comfortable in their
classes. It is fair to say they are off to a fantastic start! I am also very impressed
with how well our new Foundation students have settled in too. Their
improvement over the past week has been wonderful.
Learning to Learn Curriculum
Teachers have been working alongside their students to establish class
expectations and behaviours through our ‘Learning How to Learn’ Program. In
‘Learning How To Learn’ teachers and students focus on building strong
relationships and work towards developing a dynamic community of learners,
as everyone settles into their new learning environment. An emphasis is placed
on discovering the many ways individual students learn, different ways of
thinking and solving problems, agreements about working collaboratively and
effective forms of communication.
Grade 5/6 Student Leader Assembly
On Friday, we will be awarding our Sports Captains and SRC Representatives at
an afternoon assembly. This assembly will be held outside and only parents of
those children involved are able to attend. Our assemblies this term will only be
for staff and students due to Department of Education Guidelines.
Hocky Clinic- Thursday 18th February
Next Thursday 18th February all grades from grade 1-6 will be involved in a
Hockey Clinic. We are super excited to be welcoming the ‘Hockey Victoria
Roadshow’ to our school! Students are being given the fantastic opportunity to
try out the awesome game of hockey. They will learn the skills of the game
through exciting game-based activities, specifically suited to their year level.
Have fun kids!

School Council Monday 22nd February
Just a reminder that there is a School Council Meeting next Monday, 22nd
February, starting at 7pm. Please note the Finance Committee Meeting will
begin at 6.45pm for those on the Finance Committee. Please let us know if you
will be an apology.

Please note that our newsletter will no longer
be weekly but be produced fortnightly. We
will be emailing it to all our families and it will
be loaded onto the Skoolbag app.

School Council Nominations for 2021/2022
We are calling for School Council Nominations for the 2021/22 School Year. This
year we have 2 positions to fill. Nominations forms and Self-Nomination forms
are available at the office.
The timeline for the School Council Election Process is as follows;







Monday 15th February – Call for nominations
Monday 22nd February – Nominations close.
On or before Wednesday 24th February should nominations exceed the
number of vacancies a ballot will take place. Ballot papers distributed.
Thursday 3rd March - Close of ballot
Thursday 3rd March - Count of votes and declaration of the poll
Monday 22nd March School Council AGM

Please see Karyn or Dion in the office if you would like a nomination form, or
please contact Vicki Fisher if you require more information.
Emails and Messages to staff after hours
Just a friendly reminder that staff will not be able to answer emails or messages
after hours. We understand that at times you may feel it is important to write to
a staff member after hours, however this may impede on my staff’s family time
and their wellbeing. Please note that unless your message is urgent these
messages will not be answered before 8am or after 5pm on weekdays. No
messages will be answered on weekends or during school holidays. Parents
and carers are always welcome to meet with teachers if you have any
concerns at all. Appointments can be made via the office or teachers will
willingly phone or email if ever necessary. Thank you for your understanding
with this.
Have a fantastic week everyone. At last the sun is shining!
Cheers, Vicki

Thursday 18th February

Our School has the Skoolbag App to help us
communicate more effectively with our Parent/
Student community. We are asking parents to
Install our Skoolbag School App. To install it, just
search for Skoolbag in either the Apple App Store
or Google Play Store, install the Skoolbag app,
t h e n
t a p
t h e
select your school search and type in
Portland South PS. If you would like help with installing the app come and see Mrs Barbary in the
office. Please note that the Newsletter can be
accessed through this app.

MiniRoos will be starting on Saturday 6th
February from 11am - 12pm for 4 - 9 year
olds. The sessions are for boys and girls - wear
runners or soccer boots and bring a drink
bottle. Come along to the Portland Soccer
Club grounds and have some fun - Corner
Glenelg and Percy Street Portland or contact
Les Horovitz for more information on
0414559106.

This year, from 20th April to 28th April, students in grades 5 & 6 will have the
opportunity to participate in a “Somers Camp’ at a cost of $260. This is a
unique nine-day experience and is heavily subsidised by the Department
of Education.
**Expressions of interest forms have gone home this
week and are DUE BACK this Friday 12th February**

IMPORTANTParents/guardians
are
required
to
provide an explanation for their child's absence
from school, and schools must record in writing the
reason (if any)
given by the parent/guardian.
This is a legal
requirement of the Department of Education.

Grade 1/2A James is a
peanut free classroom. We
have 1 child that has allergies to peanuts in this class.
Thanks for your understanding with this.

Schools must advise parents/guardians of
unexplained absences, on the same day, and as
s
o
o
n
a
s
practicable, if parents/guardians have not notified
the school of the absence.
If
you
have
planned
absences,
eg,
family holidays within the school term, please let the
school know prior to your departure. The school
phone number is 5523 2911.
Absences may also be notified via the Skool Bag
App or email.

$10 per lunch delivered to your
school of choice. Check us out on
Facebook @thelunchladies click on
the book now button to view the
menu. Or contact Cherith 0430900961
or Erin 0434025718

Statements and fee information
was sent home with students last
week. Please note that some
families will have credits from last
year for bus levy and cultural if
you had paid your fees. Those
fees have been allocated against
this years fees. Also if you hold a
valid means-tested concession
card you may be eligible for the
$125 CSEF fund. If you were a recipient in 2020 of the CSEF fund
then you will not need to fill out
another form. Please contact the
office for more information.

ARRIVAL AT
SCHOOL

Reminder
If you require new uniforms please email us at
portland.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au or
call the office on 5523 2911 and we will
organise your order. For your convenience
we now have eftpos facilities available at the
office. Please note: uniforms can no longer
be taken until they have been
paid for in full.

Morning drop off will be on
Moorehouse Court between

8.40am and 8.50am.
Teachers will not
be on Yard Duty
before this time.

Please note that lunch
orders will
re-commence this
Friday 12th February.

STAFFING

PRINCIPAL - VICKI FISHER
ADMINISTRATION STAFF
Karyn Barbary (Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri)
Dion Brugman (Wed)
WELLBEING STAFF
Steve Gunsser—Chaplain
Vicki Fisher– Wellbeing Coordinator

In Term 1 students must wear
school hats for all outside play
and activities. Please see the
office if you need to
purchase a hat!

The Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF)
provides a payment of $125 for eligible
students to attend activities like: school camps,
swimming, cultural activities and excursions.
Who can apply? Families holding a valid
means-tested concession card or temporary
foster parents are eligible to apply. Eligible
Students from 2020 can be rolled over if their
concession card is still current. New students
will receive an application form next week. If
your circumstances have changed since 2020
and you think you are eligible please see Karyn
or Dion in the office.











8.40am
8.50am
9.00am
11.00am
11.30am
1.30pm
1.40pm
2.20pm
3.20pm

TEACHING STAFF
Alister Stannard—Grade 5/6
Gaye Ryan—Grade 3/4
Claire McKenna—Grade 3/4
Hannah Menzel—Grade 1/2 H
Kate Hughes—1/2 H
Natalie James– Grade 1/2 J
Bernadette Gibbons—Foundation
Ryan Mayberry—PE
Jennie Houlihan—
Art/ Performing Arts/STEM/Library
INTEGRATION AIDES
Mallissa Sealey Dawn Reynolds
Anitra Hollander
Dion Brugman
Belinda Pridmore

Students may arrive at school (yard supervision begins)
Students eter classrooms for READING
Learning Time
Your child WILL need a healthy and substantial
Morning play
snack to eat at morning play time so that he/she
Learning Time
stays switched on to learning until lunch time!
Eat lunch in classrooms
ALL students will be
supervised by their
teacher during lunch eating time.
Lunch play
Learning time
FRUITS SNACKS IN THE CLASSROOM ARE
Home time!
WELCOMED.

